' I   MUST   STUMBLE   ON   MY   WAY   ALONE"    267

Empress for the dying man's attendance. She has plied
him with stimulants, dragged him from his couch, and forced
him into his choking uniform ! She has made her husband
come in her mad desire to persuade the world that he is less
ill than is actually the case ! The belief of the guests that the.
Empress is responsible for this barbarity is further con-
firmed when, a few minutes after the service, they watched
the Emperor being wheeled away, a crumpled and exhausted
figure with a baggy old coat substituted for his military
tunic. Yet there seems no reason to suppose that the
Emperor's appearance at his son's wedding was not due
solely to his own determination to be there.

Nothing that the Empress does can escape the critics
now. The weather has improved. The doctors suggest that
the Emperor would sleep better at nights in a marquee in the
grounds. For some reason the marquee is ordered from
England. ' So even German tents are not good enough for
the Empress ! She hates and despises us so much that she
will not even trust our tentmakers,' say, her enemies.
' Meanwhile, our Emperor can lie and gasp for air till his
wife's English tent arrives.'

The doctors still quarrel round the Emperor. William is
more convinced than ever of Mackenzie's sinister influence
over part of the Berlin Press. Mackenzie is preparing his
memorandum of the case to be published as a book in
London. The German doctors compile their memorandum
to be published in Berlin. Such is the venomous atmosphere
in the physicians' room, adjoining the Royal sickroom, that
the doctors go to the patient shaking with nervous excite-
ment. Unconsciously they vent their feelings upon the
helpless Emperor, handling him with rough ringers, stabbing
the canula clumsily into his throat, leaving him convulsed
with frightful tornadoes of coughing and choking from the
profuse bleeding in his throat.

Besides the doctors there are others in the physicians' room
who peep round the door of the sickroom and seem to have
no business there at all. ' Unfortunately/ says William,
' the company of correspondents had followed from San